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BUREAU OF AUTOMOTIVE REPAIR

INITIAL STATEMENT OF REASONS

Hearing Dates: June 20 and 22, 2001

Subject Matter of Proposed Regulations: Smog Check Station Equipment

Section Affected: Section 3340.16.5

Specific Purpose of Regulatory Proposal:

•  Clarifies the wording regarding repair work performed by Smog Check Stations.
•  Provides clarification and specificity regarding the diagnostic test equipment that a Smog

Check station must have in order to be licensed.
•  Clarifies that diagnostic test equipment may be either a separate unit, or part of a multi-

functional unit.
•  Establishes that the Smog Check station equipment, tools, and materials listed in this

regulation are minimum requirements for a shop to be licensed.
•  Defines the minimum operating parameters of an ignition oscilloscope.

Factual Basis:

In recent years, the capabilities of automotive diagnostic test equipment has expanded and
changed considerably.  Today’s modern diagnostic test equipment is much more compact (i.e.,
hand held, portable), and offers multi-functional capabilities in a single unit.  It is not uncommon
for one of these new multitasking units to be able to perform many of the diagnostic tasks (e.g.,
scan tool, voltmeter, amp meter, ignition oscilloscope) that were traditionally performed by
larger, dedicated, single-task units in years past.

Last year, BAR instituted an enhanced auditing program of Smog Check inspection stations.
Part of the audit requires a station to demonstrate to a BAR representative that they possess
acceptable diagnostic test equipment as noted in regulation.  Many questions arose from both
BAR auditors and stations owners alike, about whether these new compact multitasking units
met current station equipment regulations.  It became clear that the current regulations were too
vague, and did not reflect current technology.

Underlying Data:

Technical, theoretical or empirical studies or reports relied upon:

None.

BAR has contacted automotive diagnostic equipment manufacturers and asked them to aid BAR
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in identifying operating parameters of equipment currently used by Smog Check stations
(e.g., ignition oscilloscopes).  Information was only exchanged verbally and BAR did not rely on
any technical, theoretical, empirical studies, reports or documents in proposing the amendments
to this regulation.

Business Impact:

This regulation will not have a significant adverse economic impact on businesses.

Specific Technologies or Equipment:

This regulation does not mandate the use of specific technologies or equipment.

Consideration of Alternatives:

No reasonable alternative which was considered or that has otherwise been identified and
brought to the attention of the Bureau would be either more effective in carrying out the purpose
for which the action is proposed or would be as effective and less burdensome to affected private
persons than the proposed regulation.

No reasonable alternative has been considered or identified thus far.


